History

The Hawker Typhoon was regarded as a massive new fighter, the heaviest and most powerful single seat, single-engined warplane at the time of its design. It was also to be pressed into operational service before it was fully developed and in consequence acquires a worse reputation among its pilots than that of any other fighter preceding it.

Despite many comments, it was to evolve into one of the most formidable weapons during the second world war, a close support fighter that was to turn the scale of many land battles and upset many conceptions of land warfare.

In the first nine months of its service life far more Typhoons were lost through structural or engine trouble than were lost in combat and between July and September 1942 it was estimated that at least one Typhoon failed to return from each sortie owing to one or other of its defects. Trouble experienced in power dives was due to structural failure in the tail assembly, where the component parted company with the rest of the airframe. In fact during the Dieppe operations in August 1942 when first official mention of the Typhoon was made, three fighters bounced a formation of FW190s south of Le Treport, diving out of the sun damaging three of the German fighters but two of the Typhoons did not pull out of their dive owing to structural failure in their tail assemblies.

 Despite these inauspicious starts to its service career and the unenviable reputation the Typhoon had gained, operations continued and accident rate declined as engine teething trouble were overcomed, though tail failure took longer to solve.

In November 1942, 609 Squadron led by Wing Commander Roland Beamont was moved to Manston in an attempt to combat the near-daily raids made by FW190 and could rarely be intercepted by Spitfires. Two typhoons enjoyed almost immediate success. The first two Messerschmitt Me 210 fighter-bombers to be destroyed over the British Isles fell to Typhoons. Later on in January 20th 1943, five FW190s were again destroyed by Typhoons.

The Typhoon Mk1B represented by the kit is completed in the markings when flown by Wing Commander Denys E. Gillam, autumn 1942. Denys Gillam obtained his flying licence in 1934 and joined the RAF the following year. In June 1938, Gillam received the AFC for flying food to Rathlin Island in very hazardous conditions in a Westland Wapiti.

 
During the Battle of Britain he served with No. 616 Squadron very successfully. On September 2nd, 1940 Gillam was shot down by a Bf110 but he was picked up though by Air Sea Rescue Launch off Dunkirk. March 1942 saw him forming the first Typhoon Wing at Duxford and subsequently taking command of 20 Sector 2nd TAF in April 1944. In October 1944 he led an attack on the German Staff Conference at Dordrecht, which killed many of the senior staff of the 15th Army. 


Gillam left the RAF late in 1945 but rejoined 616 Squadron as a Flight Lieutenant in the R Auxiliary AF and became Director and Chairman of Homfray Carpets in Halifax and Deputy Lord Lieutenant of North Yorkshire. 

Promotions:
April 16th, 1935: Acting Pilot Officer (probation)
April 16th, 1936: Pilot Officer
November 16th, 1937: Flying Officer
November 16th, 1939: Flight Lieutenant
December 1st, 1940: Temporary Squadron Leader
? Wing Commander
? Group Captain

As a Flight Lieutenant Denys Gillam while serving with 616 Squadron he received the Distinguished Flying Cross DFC on November 12th 1940. He has been responsible for the destruction of seven enemy aircraft and probably of four more, and has damaged six. On one occasion during a combat with a large force of Messerschmitt 110's, he shot one down and his own aircraft caught fire. He descended by parachute and returned to his station in time to lead the next patrol.
On another occasion Flight Lieutenant Gillam shot down a Junkers 88 and landed within eleven minutes from the time he took off.

This time in the rank as a Squadron Leader Denys Gillam received his second DFC, which was awarded as a bar for a ribbon on the first DFC on the 21st October 1941. His squadron has carried out 24 sorties against enemy shipping in which 11 ships were destroyed, 5 were left burning and 18 were damaged. Squadron Leader Gillam led the squadron on 10 of these missions and displayed outstanding courage and enthusiasm, taking every opportunity to seek and destroy enemy vessels."

Again during his time in the rank of a Squadron Leader Denys Gillam received the Distinguished Service Medal on December 12th 1941. He led 615 Squadron with conspicuous success against enemy shipping which, escorted by armed ships, were passing through the Straits of Dover. He has participated in every attack and has displayed fine leadership and enterprise. Throughout, Squadron Leader Gillam has displayed great daring and he has set a magnificent example.

During the time as an Acting Group Captain, Gillam was awarded the second DSO on August 11th 1944, as a bar on the ribbon of the first DSO. This officer has led the squadron with conspicuous success against enemy shipping which, escorted by armed ships, were passing through the Straits of Dover. He has participated in every attack and has displayed fine leadership and enterprise. Throughout, Squadron Leader Gillam has displayed great daring and he has set a magnificent example which has undoubtedly contributed materially to the notable successes achieved.

A third DSO awarded to Gillam on January 23rd 1945 as second bar for on the ribbon of the first DSO. Since being awarded a bar to the D.S.O., Group Captain Gillam has completed more than 80 sorties, involving attacks on enemy troop and tank concentrations, ammunition stores, locomotives and other targets on the ground. Within recent weeks, he has led formations of aircraft against several important and heavily defended targets. These missions called for a high degree of skill and resolution and the success achieved is a splendid tribute to this officer's outstanding leadership and ability. He has set an example of a very high order.

On 31st October 1947 Acting Group Captain received the Grootofficier in De Order Van Oranje Nassau.

REF: WWII award achievements.

The kit: 72044

Decals: three options

Notes: short run, with resin detail parts and two types of canopies.

See : http://www.aircraftresourcecenter.com/Gal11/10901-11000/gal10918-Typhoon-Attard/00.shtm 

Construction

The only construction feature that differed from previous Pavla kit of the Typhoon is that the canopy roof had a top blister and also the cannons were those made of resin and which looked more detailed in shape, as these were not faired with a cylindrical cover.

Color and markings. 

The Typhoon that I elected to do this time was one flown by W/Cdr D.E Gillam that had basically the same pattern and colour camouflage as the one flown by R.P Beaumont but which featured a contrasting bright yellow stripe across the upper wing that works out to 4.3mm wide at 1/72 scale.

Conclusion

I noticed that Pavlamodels have picked two Typhoon F Mk.1B that were flown by renowned WWII airmen and this important feature alone makes one build more than one model just like I did.

Carmel J. Attard

